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P RE F A CE. 
„HE N the Spiritual Magazine was firf 
publiſhed, T rejorced to Fe uch an un- 
dertahing likely to ſucceed, and bid fo fair 
or univerſal profit to every ſerious and found 
Cbriſtian. . | 

But a few numbers blaſted my bopes, and 
laid all my expectations in the duſt : for T 

per cerved the author would lead us out of 
the path of truth into the-bogs of error. 

The author's peculiar fondneſs for the pre- 
exiſtent ſcheme hath (in my opinion) ſadly 
miſguided him.— And the hints he now and 
then gives are very diſagreeable ; but being 
advanced to Numbers xxxi. and xxxii. be gives 
us the thing in full. l 

This I could have paſſed over in ſilence, 
with reſpet# to myſelf; but perceiving ſome 
very ſerious and well-minded Chriſtians in 
danger of being warped afide, and their 
minds. corrupted from the fimplicity that is 
in Chriſt ; I thought it my duty to take a more 
particular ſurvey of the ſubject, that the 
truth of the matter might appear to view: 
if thereby (through the bleſſing of God) 

the 


the too credulbus might be ſecured from deceg 
F107. | BE | 
With a view to this, the following remarks 
were mae” and not from à fondneſs for 
Contr ly 3 Nor with any defegn to gnter in· 
to any farther debate with any perſon on this 
Subject. | 

And into"whoſe hand ſoever it may (pro- 
widentially) go; I am not altogether without 
bopes (whether it is believed or not) it may 
be treated with fome degree of candour and 


: 


tenderneſs. 3 
T ſhall therefore leau it with him who it 
the ſearcher of hearts and who is in one 
mind, and none can turn him; and what hig 
foul deſireth, even that he doth, Job xxiii, 
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Few SERIOUS REMARKS 
On Mr. ALLen's Notion of | 
The Man-Jzsvus creating the World, 


Forgiving Sins, & C. 


N number xxxi of the Spiritual Magazine, 
1 Friendly is introduced, ſay ing, But is it not 

e ſaid, all things were created by Chriſt? and 
„ which, I think, is an act of omnipotence, and 
cannot be attributed to any mere creature. 

To this Truth anſwers, as followeth ; © It is 
true, creation is an act of pure Godhead, by 
* which God holds and maintains a diſtinguiſhing 
character from all other beings.” 

This is a noble confeſſion, and well worthy the 
lips of Truth! and yet Mr. Allen ſeems to be 
at a loſs to know how far the Man-Jeſus hath, 
(as an inſtrument) a hand in creating the world 
this (he ſays) is not eaſy to conceive for (he adds) 
God is ſaid, Eph. iii. 9. to create all things by 
Jeſus Chriſt, It is very ſtrange to me, that this 
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entleman ſhould be at ſuch a loſs to know how 
ar the Man- Jeſus was concerned in making the 

the world; when he had before ſaid, „That cre- 
tation is an act of pure Godbead.” Surely if 


creation be an act of pure Godhead, then a creature She" 
could have no hand therein, * ml 
But, Mr. Allen ſays (where it is ſaid in the above Sono 
words of the apoſtle, That God created all things to aft 
by Jeſus. Chriſt) that, this is to be underſtood of For 
His man- nalure, Nen 2 hold a 
But, the man-nature, as he calls it, was not WM... Me 
in being then, it being a creature itſelf; and if all 8 . 


things were made by that, it muſt be made by it- 
ſelf, which is abſurd : beſides, if the man- nature 
creates all things, how then is creation an act of 
pure Godhead ?. But Mr. Allen, I ſuppoſe, con- 
cludes that he has found out an expedient to ſolve 
this difficulty, (viz.) that the Man-Jefus, in union 
with God, could affiſt as an inſtrument in creating 
all things. His words are theſe, ** As a creature 
„ merely he could have no hand in creation; but 
« if we conſider him taken into perſonal union 
*« with the Godhead$, enjoying in this relation 
« peculiar glory to himſelf, above all creature; 
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AI uſe this phraſe, the man- nature, frequently, becauſe uſed 
by Mr. Allen, otherwiſe it ſeems whimſical and ungrammatical: 
and why is not the divine nature called the Gad. nature in diſtinc- 
tion from it? one would think it might be with equal pro- 
tiety. | | 

L $ This I. take to be a very unwarrantable expreflion 3; for the 
Man-Jeſus, or the human nature of Jeſus, is not taken into 

rſonal union with the Godhead, or divine nature ſimply con- 
Edered, but conſidered as ſubſiſting in the ſecond Perſon in the 
Godhead, the Son of God; otherwiſe, as ſimply conſidered, it 
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perſons | 
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is common to all the three perſons in the Godhead ; and ſo the For 
Man- eius, or the human nature, if taken into perſonal union 24 of 
q re. 


with it, as ſo conſidered, muſt be equally taken into 1 
yo 
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« how far in this relationſhip to Godhead, the Mam- 


how Will << Jeſus might-acoompliſh, as an inſtrument, the 
g the . work of creation, is, perhaps, a knowledge tao 
t Cre» « ſublime for vs.” Page 218. 

ly if But, let it be obſerved, that (in my opinion) 


ature the union of the human nature to the divine na- 


ture, as that ſubſiſts in the ſecond perſon, the 
Son of Godꝰ, could not qualify the human natute 
to aſſiſt in creating the world 
For, if ſo, then how doth God, as the creator, 
hold a diſtinguiſhing character from all other beings, 
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15 Mr. Allen obſerves? For where is the diſt inction 

if all between God and the Man- Jeſus, if the man-na- 
by it. ure, as an inſtrument, did create all things ? | 
r As to the diſtinction Mr. Allen makes, where he 
act of Mays, as a creature merely he could have no hand 
Con- © in creation,” it is of no ſervice to him at all; 


ſolve 
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or the human nature united to the divine, or to 
he divine perſon of the Son of God, is human ſtill, 
yea, and merely buman oo. 

For, tho' the humah nature, by virtue of its union 


3 but with the divine, be raifed to great dignity: and 
union lory; yet, conſidered as diſtinct from the divine 
tion 2 B 2 nature 
ure; 54 f r 
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mion with the firſt perſon, and with the third, as with the ſe- 
ond; and the Father and the Holy Ghoſt would be incarnate 


iſe uſed s well as the Son; unleſs Mr. Alien thinks there is but one per- 
patzcal: on in the Godhead, which.is downright Sabel/iani/m. I won't 
diſtinCe ay that Mr. Allen is a Sdbe/lian, but this I fay, he bids fair to 
al pro- e one, if he is not one already ; and his beſt way to clear himſelf 


vould be, to declare that his ſenſe is, that the Man- Jeſus, or the 
human- nature, is taken into perſonal union, with one of the 
perſons in the Godhead, as diſtinct from the other two, that is, 


ly con- ith the ſecond perſon in diſtinction from the firſt and third; 
n in the without which, L apprehend? he will 5 he ander the ſuſpi- 
ered, it on, if not the imputation, of being a Sebellian. - = 

d ſo the For ſo I would be underſtood, wherever I ſpeak of the 


union of the human nature to the divine nature, or to God, 
for the reaſon given in the above note in the margin. 
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1 8 J . 
nature (though united unto it) it is a mere ctea- 
ture, a real man, made like unto us in all things, 
RR: 1, | __ 

The human nature is not deified, nor are the two 
natures mixt, or blended together ; but our great 
Emmanuel is, and ever will remain, perfectly God, 
1 perfectly man, two natures united in one per- 
10n. 21 | N 
Therefore, the union of the Man- Jeſus to God 
could not qualify it to aſſiſt in making the world; 
or, to uſe Mr. Allen's expreſſion, as an inſtrument 
create the world. 44 | 
And this word inſtrument, as applied to the man. 
nature in the creation of the world, is deſerving of 
a little notice. For my own part, I freely confeſs 
that the little acquaintance I have, with books and 
men, leaves me in the dark, if ever this expreſſion 
was before uſed in this matter by any ſound (or, 
if you pleaſe. ſtrit) Trinitarian : I don't ſay, that 
uſing the word in the light Mr. Allen doth, proves 
a man an Arian; but this, I think, I may venture 
to ſay, without giving any juſt offence, viz. that it 
has of old been a favourite expreſſion with the 4 
nans. | | 
For it is the very word that Arius made uſe of 
himſelf—as may appear by conſulting Euſebius- 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, B. I. c. iii. page 216. | 
But, be that as it will, it is things, not words, 
am inquiring after; and therefore with reference unto 
creation-work, I apprehend, God employed no 
inſtrument: the world was not made (in my opt 
nion) by the inſtrumentality of a creature; but by 
the immediate agency of God alone. | 
The Father, the Word, and the HolyGboſt, theft 
three are one God, equal im power and glory. 
But Mr. Allen, in page 218, ſays, It is evi- 
& gent, that God always carried on the works of 
.- 
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idence, and of grace, by inſtruments of 
« one kind or another, and why may he not ac- 
« compliſh- creation-work by the inſtrumentality 
« of the Man- Jeſus, conſidered in union with 
« the Godhead ?. | 8 | 

To this I reply, that for the moſt part, God 
doth carry on and accompliſh the works of pro- 
vidence and grace, by inſtruments, of one kind or 
another: yet, from hence it will not follow, that 
God did create the world by an inſtrument, for 
this very evident reaſon 3 (viz.) becauſe in crea- 
tion-work, God made uſe (as I apprehend) of no 
medium, no ſecond cauſe, or ways and means, as 
he doth in the carrying on the works of provi- 


dence and grace; for nothing but pure agency was 
concerned in creation: this therefore appears to 
me not to be a parallel caſe, to compare God's 


creating the world, and his governing of it toge- 
ther: For in creation-work there needed no in- 
ſtrument, (for that is an act of pure Godbead). 

In creating the world there was nothing that an 
inſtrument could do ; for an inſtrument muſt have 
matter to work upon, or work by; but in the 
creation of the world, there was no matter to 


work by, or upon, All things being created out of 


nothing. ; 

I ſay. therefore, it is to me exceeding evident, 
that the great work of creation was not accom- 
pliſhed by ways and means, as the works of pro- 
vidence and grace are; but by the putting forth 
of an immediate act of almighty power. He ſpake, 
and it was done, be commanded, and it ftood faſt. 
Pſalm xxxiii. . 

Furtber, it is obſervable, that Mr. Allen gives 
the Man- Jeſus the honour of creating all things. 

One would have thought it might have been ſuf- 
kcient for the man-nature (ſuppoſing it to have 

been 
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been then id being, though it was not) to wand 
employed as an inſirument; in {eparating and ar- 
ranging the ſeveral parts of the creation (when the 
matter was farmed) into order and beauty. 

But Mr. Allen ſays, theſe words. Gui created ull 
things by Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be underſtood — => 
man-nature. As if the man- nature had the 
ft hand in creating the world ; Goch only — 
ing and ordering how it ſhould be ase = _ 
eee actually doing it. 

Nay, is it not plain and evident, chat Mr; Alm 
ſp: = the work of creation our of the hands of 
Cbriſt, confider'd purely as God 2 for he ſays, it is 
as God+man. he creates,“ and he adds, * Nor is 
it true, that only conſider'd as God he did 
create, page 219. So that, accoring to Mr. 
: Allen, creation-work is not the work of God a- 
lone, but of Ged and a craaturs. ys 

If it be ſo, then creation-work can no longer 
be.referred to for a proof of the deity, as man- 
kind in general have thought; and the Holy 
Scriptures intimate; —in which there is not the 
leaſt intimation of God's employing an EY 
but it is ſpoken of as his own act. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth,— And God jaid, Let there be light, 

. See Gen. chap. 1. and 11. Ja. xlv. 7. 12. bes 7 
Mal. ii. 10. 

But it may be aſked, what hams is the ing 
meaning of Epb. iii. . God created all things by 
Feſus Chriſt ? I anſwer, may not the ſenſe be the 
ſame as Cal. i. 16, For by bim were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in 4artb, viſible and 
inviſible, whether they be thrones, or: dominions, or 
principalities, or powers, all * wer! er 2 
_ . 2 bim? 
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By hin were all things created—not by the mas 
nature, either in whole or in part; but by the di. 
vine nature, So, God creating all things by Jeſus 
Chriſt intimates, that che divine Word, the ſecond 
perſon, was concerned with the divine Father, 
the firſt perſon, as a coefficient cauſe, in creating 
all things. So John 1. 3. it is faid, all things were 
made by bim not by the mau-nature, in conjunes - 
tion with the divine nature; bur by the Word, by 
Chriſt as a divine perſon, in conjunction with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt. . 

Again, Mr. Allen thinks it is evident, that the 
man-nature, or Chriſt as'God-man, hath power to 
create; becauſe as God-· man he hath power to for- 
give ſins, page 219. where he fays, As God- 
man he hath power to create, for as ſuch, we 
fine, he forgiveth ſins, which is the peculiar prero- 
gative of God alone, as the Jews ſaid, Mark ii. 
7, who can forgive fins but' God? yet we find, 
that he attributes this power to his Manhood, ver. 
11. But that ye may know, that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive fins, &c. that is, 
the man- nature, by virtue of its union with the 
divine, hath power to put forth all the acts of 
Godhead ; for it is manifeſt, that forgiveneſs of 
ſins is a greater act of Deity than creation; and if 
he had power, by- virtue of the hypoſtatic union 
as man (mark, as man) to forgive ſins, how 
much more as God-man-to create a world?“ 

In this moſt wonderful paſſage it is very evi- 
dent, that, in Mr. Allen's opinion, forgiveneſs of 
fins doth, in part at leaſt, belong to the man- na- 
ture of Chriſt; this power he ſays, is attributed to 
the man· nature and to him as man; his adding, by 
virtue of the hypoſtatic union This, I ſay,” as 1 
have ſaid before, makes no material difference; 
for notwithſtanding that union, the man- nature is 

Sh ſtill 
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ſtill human, yea, merely ſo; therefore it can have no 
power to forgive fins. . | > ao 
| Beſides, here appears to be a contradiction in Mr. 
Allen's words; for firſt, he, affirms that forgive- 
neſs of ſins is the ** peculiar prerogative of God,” 
and then ſays, ** that this power 1s attributed to 
the man- nature: now if it does in part belong 
to the man- nature to forgive ſins, how then is it 
the peculiar prerogative of God ? Yea, of God 
alone, Mr. Allen lays. | 
But muſt this expreſſion, the Son of man, point 
out the man-nature, and that only, (though con- 
ſidered as in union with God)? Let us try it by 
another paſſage, John iii. 13. And no man hath aſ- 
cended up to heaven, but be that came down from 
beaven, even the Son of man, which is in beaven. 
Was the man- nature in heaven, when Chriſt ſpake 
theſe words ? Surely no. But the divine nature, 
or the divine perſon of the Son of God, to which 
the human nature was united, was in heaven, when 
the man- nature was upon earth. ä 
When this gentleman had affirmed, that it is 
the peculiar prerogative of God alone to forgive 
% ſins;“ it is pity he did not leave it there, and fo 
let him alone have the glory of it ; and not fet ano- 
ther up, even a creature, to be concerned with 
him, in creating the world, and forgiving fins. 
That Chriſt hath power to forgive fins, I firmly 
and ſteadfaſtly believe; and that he is both God 
and Man, I alſo believe; but then I am bound to. 
believe, that the power to forgive fins belongs to 
the divine nature of Chriſt, or to him as a divine 
perſon, even as God; it is not by a delegated 
power that he forgives ſins, but by his eſſential 
wer as God, and is not in the leaſt to be attri- 
buted to the man · nature. 
2 


For, 
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For, when our Lord ſays, that the Son of man 
hath power to forgive ſins, I take his meaning to 
be this, namely, that the Godhead, which dwelt 
jn the manhood, had power to forgive ſins, that 
is, the divine perſon in whom the Godhead dwelt 
bodily. | | | 

It 4 a very unfair way of arguing, to ſay; that 
becauſe the forgiveneſs of fins is aſcribed ' to him, 
as the Son of man, that therefore it belongs to the 
man- nature; for, if this way of reaſoning be ad- 
mitted, ſtrange abſurdities will follow. 

For inſtance, in As xx. 28. God is ſaid to puts 
chaſe the church with his own blood. 

Shall we from hence argue that the divine nature 
bled? Again in 1 Jobn iii. 16. it is ſaid, God laid 
down his life for us, or, the words are to the ſame 
effect. The text is read thus, Hereby perceive we 
the iove of God, betauſe be laid down bis life for us. 
Will it from hence follow, or would it be true 
to ſay, the divine nature died ? For if it be reaſons 
able and concluſive to argue, that becauſe the for- 
giveneſs of fins is attributed to Chriſt as the Son 
of man, that therefore it belongs to the man-na- 
ture to forgive fins z is it not as reaſonable and 
concluſive to argue, that as dying is attributed to 
Chriſt as God, that therefore it belongs to the di- 
vine nature ? | | 

And indeed I do believe, that the divine nature 
may as ſoon bleed and die, as the human nature 
can create a world, or forgive fins ; for before the 
divine nature can bleed or die, it muſt become hu- 
man. So, before the human nature can create a 
world, or forgive fins, it muſt become divine, 
that is, it muſt be deified. 

Is it not very evident, that as there are two 
natures in the mediator, via. the manhood, and 
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inſtances magifeſt: therefore when; any work that 
belongs to the: Godhead is attributed to him under 
che character of mad, it cannptifab i be underſtood 


of him as man: So, on the other hand, when 


things: that belang to the mantnatune, are attri- 
huted to hitu as G wegung: Fairly de lun 
derſtood fim a God. 24011 aas: iy 19 13.28 
T bat the human nature of Chriſt is alte at 
the right handeof God in glory A= i8 paſſeſſed: af 
a:glary moch Lgiater- than then ſaints in heaven 
will, or can poffadd I Bemiy heliete but I caß - 
not think it tg hat Mr. Aenoſoppoſes it to 
ob bit ei 1.8 n NN L ini K. 0 
cFor, ae We has brought-the 
human ſoul bf 
(4 him) de of great admiration 3 he 
ſeems almoſt loſt in e sd and 
exſtacy Lthis glary man, fills his heart, engages his 
greateſt attention, and .commands! hüs- warmeſt n 
t&Qions k Hi of bein zi cl ho 3 
And well cic may being. (as: bb fuppaſes): en» 


dowed with all the divine perfections: ; it enjoys - 


all the divine pat fections, br all the perfections of 
**, Godhead commmmicatively. I he Man- Jeſus in 
perſonal union with God, enjoys by right of in- 

«4. heritahce, a poſſeſſion of all-divige perfections. 
a knows aj that God hath done, or intends to 


do; all:that God: hath decreed to be done, even 


+ in his counſels; ; it bath a tight to know things 
5 -paſt, preſent and to come-—the'Man- Jeſug:can 
do whatſoever he pleaſerly—hath an indepen- 


| « dency, and ſovereignty and can put forth 
all the acts of or, 7 War Ma a world, for- 
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94, 4. 
After ſuch am account of this pre exiſten Toul of 
Chriſt, is it not reaſonable to aſk, will it be any 
offence to enquire, What is- it ? what ſhall we call 
this wonderful thing? is it a creature? or is it à 
God ? ſurely it cannot be a creature; what! a crea- 
ture create the world, forgive fins? &c. it cannot 
be 7 | 5 | . i 
I do therefore conclude it muſt be a Deity, a 
creature formed by God, and then endowed with 
all the divine perfefions, and ſo conſtituted a God. 
And whoſe God is this? who will own it? is 
this a tri Trinitarian's God? or is it the Arian 
Deity ? gay ee god T, 
The Arians ſay Chriſt is God, yea, the true 
God, and God over all, Bleſſed for evermore. But 
they will boldly and openly declare, that he is not 
the ſupreme God, the firſt cauſe of all things, I 
don't ſay that Mr. Allen is an Arian in Judgment 
Hut this 1 am certain of, that his way of treat- 
ing the ſubject is very much like the method thoſe 
handle it in, that are in my Country * called Arians. 
For I think verily this gentleman has given a 
very juſt portrait of the Arian Deity, where he 
ſays, -* God hath communicated to the man- 
* nature all the divine perfections, (as) wifdom, 
% knowledge, independency, and ſovereignty, al- 
* moſt infinite, an independency like unto God's.“ 
Page 208, | 8 
It Mr. Allen believes the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
be in ſome ſenſe more than almoſt infinite, then he 
| C. 2 has 
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$ If the Man- Jeſus, as ſuth, is more than almoſt infinite, he 
muſt be altogether infinite; for there is no Medium between 
finite 
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15 one more Doity than the Arians have, Bat it 
appears to me that Mr. Alen has made but very 
nitle reſerve for the ſupreme Gad, when he ſays, 
Denn the power of the human nature, That 
it hath ſuch a kind of Omni potency, that all that 
“ God defigns to do, his human nature is the in- 
1c ſtrument of.“ In proof of this aſſertion he re- 
fers to Jobn v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and 
T work. Which in my opinion ſhould be applied 
to the divine perſon of Chriſt, and not to 2 
nan nature, Page 217. And in page 205, he 
ſpeaks of the man · nature as having a kind of in- 
2 — wiſdom, omniſciency, and ſovereighty. 
Ia one ward, though Mr, Alen hath taken a 
good deal of pains to bring up an evi/ report upon 
the good old Trinitarians ; yet it remains a query 
whether Mr, Alen has not given the Ariaps greater 
advant age, than the old Ginitarians have done: 
for though I will not take upon me to vindicate 
all their Modes of Expreſſion, yet I am under no 
temptation, as yet, to renounce my affinity to 
them, though I will call no man Fatber upon earth. 
I believe it will not tend much to this gencle- 
man's real honour, or advantage, to make ſuch a 
very loud outery againſt fathers and traditions, 
thereby inſinuating, as if many of his brethren 
pinned their faith upon other mens ſleeves z a prac- 
tice they abhor as much as himſelf. 
And, though he thinks the old Trinitarians have 
handled this ſubje& in a way that has given the 
lan great advantage, yet is it not 1 oo 
1 


* 
R * —  — — — * 1 2 _ 


finite and infinite, nor can there be more than one infinite 
* Man- Jeſus is infinite, that Man muſt be the one 


* 
171 
Mr, 3 be miſtaken au well as another 
man?; 
And there ate many of God's dear children chat 
think Mr. Alen himſelf has handled the matter in 
ſuoch a way, as room ſor that he is 
much nearer the ſentiments of. Arius than Athang- 
fius. Compare the Spiritual Magazine, numbers 
31 and 32, with his Chain of Truths. 
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. ſpirit, Gen. ii. 7. 


foul, 
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QUERY L 


| 2 $ not the pre- exiſtent ſcheme attended with ſeveral 


abſurdities ? 
2 1. Doth it not invert the order of man's 


creation? 


When God created man out of the duſt of the 
ground, he firſt formed the body, and then the 
And the Lord God formed man 


of the duſt of the 
firils the breath ug life ; and man became a living 


And ever Goon, in the production of mankind, 


the body is firſt formed, and then the ſoul or ſpi- 


rit. But, according to che pre- exiſtent ſcheme, the 
ſoul is firſt formed, and then the body; and ac- 
cording 


ground, and breathed into bis no- 


exaltt 
ore þ 
the 
Chriſ 
im, 


media 
ſtinct 
his m; 
can tl 


1 19 1 * 

cording to this notion, the ſoul of Chriſt was * 
thouſands of years before the body, or before 
Chriſt; was made f a woman. Gal. iv. 4. And 
ſome do affirm that all the ſouls of the elect were 
formed before the world was made, * ſo did ds 
* with the ſoul of Chriſ. 

Dotb not the 3 ſcheme confound time 
and eternity . 

It is eaſy to conceive that 40 00 being may 
exiſt when time ſhall be at an end, but ng ay | 
conceive how a. creature can exiſt, before time; the 
angels, I believe, were created in the ſix days, 
Job xxxviii. 7. M ben the-morning-ſtars Jang together, 
and all the 2 of God. ſbouted for joy. 

I conclude therefore that n el did not 
begin before time began; and ſome think, time 
was the firſt thing that was made: if a creature 
could exiſt before time, it muſt be eternal; but God 
only is eternal, and exiſted before time. 

Chriſt, as to his divine nature, is eternal, but, 


ill the fulneſs of time. Gal. iv. 4. 
3. Doth not the pre- exiſtent ſcheme place Chriſt”s 
exaltation and glorification, as man and mediator be- 


ral ore his ſufferings? contrary to Phil. ii. 9. where 

yt the apoſtle having mentioned the ' ſufferings of - 
Chriſt ad ds, Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted 

the bim, and given him a name above every name, 

the In theſe words there is no intimation of Chriſt's 

hier: poſſeſſing any glory as man, before his ſufferiogs z 

* but his exaltation is a fruit of his PRA and 

| ſufferings, 

we + That Chriſt's eſſential glory is diftine from his 

* meaiatorial glory, I firmly believe; but the di- 

191 ſtinction Mr. Alen makes between his perſonal and 

— his mediatorial glory, I underſtand not; for ho-w- 


can the man- nature be conſidered as a Per ſon, when 
| it 


as the Man-Feſus, did not not exiſt till time, not 
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- Ir never exifted's/ moment, but in union witli the 
divine perſon af Chriſt, the Son of God ? That 
Chriſt is a in the Gadhread; is certain 
undd as ſuch be has a glory ; but this is li Glen. 
tial glory, not a relative one. If there is a glory 
ariſes from the union of the human wich the giv 
vine e e I 
oa wr glory. 
1 approbant, that che glory which Chriſt is 
ſefſed of us mediator, is given dim by the Fa 
a reward of his ſufferings: the divine nature 
could receive no additional glory. Yet the diving 
Son may be ſaid to be when his glory a 
God is manifgted——and the divine glory of the 
eternal Son is wonderfully manifefted and 0 ed 
in the Man-Jeſus now exalted and of 


God's right-hand. 
Baut the he hanse ſuppoſes the home 
glorified before a body was al. 


ſoul of Chriſt was 
ſumed, and ſo oo his exalration befort WY 


QUERY. n. 


| Doth not the pro-exiftent ſcheme tend to make 4 
plurality of Gods ? 5 
Not a pluraliey of per ſam in the Godhead, but 
— 2 of Gods, or more than one God. 
eee rſons in the holy Trinity are one God: 
the human Foal of Chriſt created and endowed 
with all the divine ns, is another God, 
That the human nature of Chriſt is diſtin& from 
the divine nature (though in union with it) is evi- 
dent, or elſe how could the mediator be both 
God and man? But the pre · exiſtent ſoul of Chill, 
though formed a mere creature, yet when it i 
poſſeſſed with all the divine perfections, pu 


forth 


* 


1 a} 


gives fins 3 fot theſe things. our Pre-arifent. men. 
2, beloog 17 8 6 2.0% to vi ee 
human this light, one would he tempted 
to think, it — time fg fal dug god wee 


12 the arent and divine 1 Go 1 

ict and proper ſenſe, I no more ꝗueſtioa, than 
1 wy _—_ 8 

Id, fongives int, 18 divine wor- 
51 — nljorn 1 but then this doth not be- 
long vnto the man · natura, but unto the divine; Nor 
can I ſee how theſe things can he — 1 — 
e, rr e it. 


$i WH FIE31FELES 


* 3, 4 3 
a E RY, III. cs: 


Dab not the ſchoms — wjch 
@ creature for a covenant- 


The covenant. L refer unto is the everlaſting co- 
venant of grace: and according to the above 
ſcheme, the Father, the f perſon, is on. one 
fide of the covenant, and. the human ſoul of 
Chriſt (in union with God) ↄn che other fide. 2 
and let it be obſerved, that though the human 
ſoul be conſidered in union with the divine nature, 
yet the divine nature, they ſay, could have no 
band in the covenant ; for then God muſt cove- 
nant with God, which theſe men deny, and {gy, 
God could not covenant with himſelf: and whighs 
they add, muſt be the caſe if the covenant was 
made between the divine Father and the Son, as 
two perſons in the Trinity, _- - | 1318 
And if the perſous covenanting with each Liber 
be not the perſons in the Trinity, then it myſt fol- 
low, that the covegant was made with the manena- 
ture.— And I apprehend that qur pre- exiſtent hre» 
ehren will not deny 9 him — | 

covenants 


forth al Heels. command. Ge 


„ 1] 
tevinent-man, and ſuppoſe this to be.a ſufe fouy- 
dation to reſt the covenant upon—becauſe this 
man nature can do all things, being almighty, 

omniſcient, Sc. But how can a creature be all 
chis ? I believe the great and precious Redeemer is 
more than a mere creature, but the man- nature is 


no more than a mere creature. 5 
For if the human nature of Chriſt be any ching 
more than a creature, it muſt be God; for 
know of no medium between God and a creature, 
and theſe two natures are as far aſunder, as Finjte 
and Infinite ; for if we ſuppoſe a creature ever fo 
excellent and glorious, ſtill it is finite ; and-what- 
ſoever advantage may ariſe to the man- nature, by 
virtue of its union with a divine perſon, ic muſt 
remain a man · nature ſtill; and ſo the covenant made 
with this man-nature, hath a creature for its head, 
1 mean (as hath been obſerved before) we are 
hereby furniſhed with a creature for a covenant- head. 
I believe the covenant was made between the 
divine Father and the Son, as two diſtinẽt perſons 
in the Godhead : the eternal Son being conſidered 
in his mediatorial capacity, and the human nature 
taken up in God's everlaſting thoughts, a body was 
prepared him, in the eternal counſels of Jeho- 
vah, according to Heb. x. 5. 1 Pet. i. 20. bo 
was verily fore-ordained, before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifeſt in theſe times for you. 
Nothing is future with God. For, he calleth thoſe 
things that be not as though they were, Rom. if 
1 N _ P «4 
"Aa the human nature had a covenant-ſub/iftence 
with God before time, he ſaw it in the very ſame 
point of light then, as when it was actually aſ- 
ftumed. wt 05 
Thus the great propitiation that was offered up 
in theſe laſt times, was the very ſame in the ac- 
count of the great Jehovah from eternity ph 
, 5 | | rom 


office 


man-n 


— 


1 1 
from the view God had of this n to be of · 
fered, he did acquit his elect children (which be- 
lie ved in Chriſt) under the old r xa 
ing to Rom. iü. 25. _ . 

And, if things are not — u this light, 
bow could the Old-Teſtament-ſaints have _ 
pardoned and ſaved? 

And upon this foundation is built n ju 
ſtißcation.— od having the very ſame ideas of 
things before time, 2s in time; he did before the 
foundation of the world acquit, and Juſtify all the 
choſen in Chriſt Jeſus. 

If theſe things are ſo, then what can hinder, ane 
the eternal Word ſhould be inveſted with the 
office of medidtor, and the covenant made with him 

in that capacity, without the real 'exiftence of the 
man · nature, as that which did exiſt in the mind of 
God before time, and ſhould certainly in time ex- 
iſt openly before men? and ſo the coe nant- head 
is a divine perſon, who becomes engaged to ſee to 
the performance of the conditions of the covenant; 
and on this footing the covenant is ſure, and _ 
never fail. 

And this is (T apprehend) agreeable to then a- 
count we have in Pſalm Ixxxix. where the cove- 
nant- head is ſaid to be choſen out of the people, _ 
to be the migbty one, ver. 19. | 
I fee no abſurdity in ſaying, God ue 
with Bimſelf.— Two perſons, though in all re. 
ſpects egual, may covenant with each other. 
Chriſt is ſaid to preſent the Church to himſelf, Eph. 
v. 27. And in Pſalm ex. 1. we are told of one 
Lord, ſaying unto another Lord. RAGE A 


9 


. * 1 
"QUERY. . 


Hab not the. — ſcheme | a deb 
tate off aur bearts and affectiuus from the divinity 1 
i” Place them upon the glaty-man, as he f 
calle — 
It is pretty evident and plan: in Mr, Ala 
train of thoughts, that the glory · man, or the man- 
natute, endowed with all the divine perfections, es- 
groſſes the prime of his thoughts, and enters dec 
into his heart; and it is not difficult to diſcerp, 
that this gentleman is very wonderfully. elevated, 
with what he calls Chriſt's perſonal glories; . while 
his eſſential glories are more lightly touched upon, 

lr is my earneſt deſire, and the inward pantiag 
and breathing of my ſoul, to admire and adore, 
the mighty Redeemer, the anointed, the precion; 
Chriſt, as tbe chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and altoge- 
tber lovely But what is it that renders Chriſt 0 
exceeding amiable;z* ſweet and delightful ? Is i 
the man- nature? Surely no; but the divine: As 
man, made like unto ourſelves in all things, fin ex- 

cepted, he is to be eſteemed. and. loved as our 
hr brother ; but that which charms my ſoul, 
warms my heart, and engages all the . of 
my mind, is, his being my Lord, and my God, 
Sol. Song, v. 10. 16. Heb. ii. 11. 17. John xx. 28. 
Chriſt as man is boly, harmleſs, undefiled ; but 3 
the object of my truſt and dependence, I regard 
him as God; and as my ſovereign, he has a jaf 
claim to the higheſt worſhip and veneration my 
heart can give him, 

But, as the Man- Jeſus, he has no ſuch claim upon 
me; and when we read of worſhipping the Lamb, the 
divine nature in | Chriſt muſt be intended. War- 


hoy 
2 


h FE 25 * 1 
bin God: -Our faith and bope nat ſund in Ged. 
1 Cor. it 5. 1 Pet. i. 24. A nt b 9/1 
As faith includes in it only an aſſent of the un- 
derſtanding to a divine teſtimony, it centers in 
Chriſt as God · man, the moſt accompliſhed medi- 
— and man; but as faitir ( i. e. the 
faith of God's elect) ineludeth in it not only an 
aſſent of the undet to a divine teſtimony, 
but a ſpecial truſt, and dependence om che 0 
faith centers in ; as ſuch, it regards Chtiſt as God 
over all. In this > e eee the” man- 
gd a rr 1 ; 


very ane 


Do 10 the 'pre-exiſten ont men anden ſome 
texts of ſcripture ? as Prov. viii. 22, 23. The Lord 
\ poſſeſſed me in the beginning of bis ways, before bis 
works of old. T Was 177 5 up from everlaſting, from 
the beginning, « or. ever the earth . 

To render the word elle ed, by the word crea- 
ted, or formed, is to give directly into the Arian 
ſcheme.—l ſu ppoſe. theſe words (poſſeſſed and {cr 
up) are thought to be incompatible with Deity. . 
But becauſe in the common ideas we have of 
theſe wards, they ſignify a beginning, or what was 
not before, will it neceſſarily follow, that they 
muſt mean the ſame, when they are uſed of 4 
divine perſon by inſpired men ? Is us try it by 
another 7 in Iſa, Xii. 10. befere me here 
was no God formed, neither ſhall there be after me. 

How ſhocking would it be to infer from hence, 
that God was formed? Alſo, John v. 37. ye have 


neither heard bis voice at any lime, nor, ſeen his 
Hape. 
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I find" (in a bible without verſes, the date 145 d. V 
the words in Prov. viii. 22. rendered thus; 7% look ft 
Lord himſelf bad me in poſſeſſion in the beginning bee /+ 
bis ways, or ever be begun bis works, afore time. Aga 
have been ordained from everlaſting. Which lat John x 
words perfectly agree with the words of St. Pri bine ou 
t Pet. i. 20. Mbo was verily fore - ordained, befor: be wor 
the fountlation of the world, but was manifeſt in The 
© theſe laſt times for us. ſuppoſe 
it will be fafe and right (in my opinion) to un-: Cbriſt; 
derſtand theſe texts as refering to the eternal So, ng exp 
conſtituted the Mediator between God and his peo. Vith the 
ple; and who, in the fulneſs of time, did (accord. in page 
— to the everlaſting; deſign of God) aſſume x deſign, 


body, took our nature into nian with his divine in che! 


_ perſon, and in that nature did obey and ſuffer, and But | 
thereby ſatisfy the holy law, and juſtice of Go exiſtenc 
and redeem and fave his peopftee. future 
Further, if theſe words, (poſſeſſed and ſet up was not 
refer to the pers "om of Chriſt,” then all, thatin u ani 
this chapter is aſerided to wiſdom,” muſt belong to before 
the man- nature. From the 17th verſe, and on- Iſa. lii 
ward, we may obſerve wiſdom ſpeaking thus ;— for ou 
love them that love me, and thoſe phat ſeek me kar- bruiſed 
' + ſhall find me. Do loving, and feeling bim, refer Wl 87 
to the man-nature ? ſurely no, but to the divine per- - gra 
ſon of Chriſt, who is the object of our love and d ha 
higheſt eſteem. *©— * 1 HR —Anc 
Again, Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye chil- John ii 
dren, for bleſſed are they that keep my ways. —Bleſſed Wi e Son 
is the mas that beateth me, watching daily at my not on] 
gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors, © ence, | 
' Surely, my ways, my gates, my doors, do not re- and pr. 
fer to the human, but the divine nature, in the per- Sot 
ſon of the Son of God. And finding life, a a 0b- * a 
taining the favour of the Lord, muſt certainly+be+ "ar 


long to the eſſential, and eternal wiſdom and Word 9 
| G 


| [9] 
d. Whoſe favour do we ſeek ? to whom do we 
look for life, but to the mighty God - of Jacob——in 
whoſe favour is life. Pſal. xxx. 35. 
Again, another text referred to by Mn, Allen is 
John -xvii. 5 And now, . O Father, glorify me with 
bine own ſelf, with the glory I had with thee before 
be world was. © | Arc | 
The glory referred to here by Chriſt, Mr. Allen 
ſuppoſes is the glory of the pre- exiſtent ſoul of 
Chrift 3 and great ftrefs-is by him laid upon its be- 
ing expreſſed in the paſt ſenſe. The glory I (had) 
with thee, ſee Chain of Truths, page 30, 31: and 
in page 39, he obſerves, that an exiſtence only in 
Wdclign, purpoſe, and promiſe, is always expreſſed 
in the future tenſe. By A 
But ſurely this mult be a miſtake, to ſay that an 
exiſtence in deſign, &c. is always expreſſed in the 
future tenſe.— For, under the Old Teſtament, 
was not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt crucified in the de - 
Eu and purpoſe of God? Yea, and was he not ſo 
before the foundation of the world 1 Pet. i. 20. In 
Iſa. Iii. 5. it is thus written, but he was wounded 
for our tranſgreſſion (was, not ſhall be) he (was) 
bruiſed for our iniquities, &c. not ſhall be. 
Again, the ſaints have eternal life given them ia 
the gracious defign, purpoſe, and promiſe of God, 
and have it in this ſenſe when they are in this world. 
And yet we find it expreſſed in the preſent tenſe. 
John iii. 36. Where it is ſaid, Be that believeth on 
the Son (mind it) hath everlaſting life. A believer 
not only hath eternal life in faith, hope, and experi- 
ence, but he hath it in the gracious deſign, purpoſe, 
and promiſe of God. , 
So the glory the great Redeemer was inveſted 
with as Mediator, when advanced to glory, after 
his ſufferings and death ; he had it in the deſign, 
Purpoſe, and promiſe of God, before the world 
| was. 


mant between the Father and Himſcif. Aud now, 
"a O Father, -naw, I baue ſiniſbad the wort thou 
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t 261 
was, . „Aud he plead for it as that which Was dug 
to him by virtue of a previaus angagement, or cu. 


222 glorify — according ta. I 
miſe made unto me as Mediator. —wrth thine. own 


felf=—with thine own immediate preſence. in heaven, 
n and Mediator, at 
rigbt in g PAwper. 

* the gon of God was inveſted with the oliice 
of mediator before the world was, that office had 
a glory in. it And all the additional glory the hu- 
man _ 8 to wc MIT OR Was 
given as. Mediator, in the purpoſe, deſign, 
and promiſe of God before the world was. 
And here it might be:aſked, What glory Chriſt 
had before the world. was, that he parted with. or 
laid aſide when he aſſumed a body ? 

The gentleman I attend unto, in page 295 of 
the Spiritual Magazine, ſays, ** the glories, of 
4 Chriſt are thregfald, i, there is his eſſential 
5. glory, which is. natural to his being as God.““ 
But this could not be parted with, or laid: aſide. 
Secondly, „ there is bis mediatorial glory, which 
eis the reward of his ſufferings, >= Bur neither 
eould this be laid aſide; for it being a reward of 
his ſufferings, it could not be enjoyed till after his 
death.  ' Thirdly, «+ There is a glory which is his 
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